
THE SECRETARY-GENERAL 

9 October 20008 

Dear Madam President, 

I would like to inform you that the General Assembly, at its twenty-second 
meeting held on 8 October 2008, under its agenda item 71, adopted resolution 6313 
(Al63L.2) entitled "Request for an advisory opinion of the International Court of 
Justice on whether the unilateral declaration of independence of Kosovo is in 
accordance with international law". CertEed true copies of the resolution, in 
English and French are attached. 

In this resolution, the General Assembly decided, in accordance with 
Article 96 of the Charter of the United Nations, to request the International Court 
of Justice, pursuant to Article 65. of the Statute of the Court, to render an advisory 
opinion on the following question: 

"Is the unilateral declaration of independence by the Provisional 
Institutions of Self-Government of Kosovo in accordance with international law?" 

I would also like to inform you that pursuant to Article 65, paragraph 2, of 
the Statute of the Court, the Secretariat has begun to prepare a dossier containing 
all relevant documents on the question. The dossier will be transmitted to the 
Court as soon as possible. 

Please accept, Madam President, the assurances of my highest 
consideration. 

BAN K'-nao~n 1 
Her Excellency 
Ms. Rosalyn Higgins 
President of the International Court of Justice 
The Hague 
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63/3. Request for an advisory opinion of the International 
Court of Justice on whether the unilateral declaration 
of independence of Kosovo is in accordance with 
international law 

The General Assembly, 

Mindficl of the purposes and principles of the United Nations. 

Bearing in mind its fimctions and powm under the Charter of the Unitad 
Nations, 

Recalling that on 17Fib~ary  2008 the Provisional Institutions of S e a  
Government of h v o  blared  independence from Serbia, 

Aware that this act has bum received with varied reactions by the Mcmbcrs of 
tbc United Nations as to its compatibility with the existing international legal order, 

Decides, in accordance with Article 96 of the Charter of the United Nations to 
request the International Court of Justice, pursuant to Article 65 of the Statute of the 
Court to &W an advisory opinion on the foIIowhg question: 

"Is the unilateral declaration of independence by the Pmvisional Institutions of 
&If-Government of Kosovo in accordance with intcmational law?". 
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6313. Demande d'avis consultatif de la Cour internationale 
de Justice sur la question de savoir si Ia declaration 
unilaterale d'independance du Kosovo est conforme 
au droit international 

Tenant compte des buts et principcs des Nations Unies, 

Ayant ci I'esprit les fonctions et les pouvoirs que lui co&re la Charte des 
Nations Units, 

Rappelant que le 17 fCvrier 2008, les institutions provisoires dsadministration 
autonome du Kosovo ont dhlarC l'ind6pendancc du Kosovo de la Serbie, 

Conrciente du fait que cet acte a suscitb des &actions diverses de la part des 
Membres & I'Organisation des Nations Unies quant B la question de savoir s'il Ctait 
conforme B lPo& juridique intcmational actuel, 

Dkcide, codormtment B l'article 96 de la Charte dw Nations Unies, de 
demander B la Cour internationale de Justice, en application de I'article 65 de son 
Statut, de donner un avis consultatif su la question suivante : 

<c La dhlaration unilathle d'indtpcndance des institutions provisoins 
dSadmhMmtion autonome du Kosovo est-elle confonne au droit 
international 7 P. 
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