Future of

Roaming

The Roaming Regula-
tion imposing price caps
on roaming calls, SMS
and data expires mid-
2012. The EU there-
fore urgently needs to
replace it with a new
one, endorsing further
reduction in prices for
EU consumers. In this
context, the EPP Group is hosting a
hearing on Wednesday with the main
stakeholders and experts. This hear-
ing aims to debate important aspects
in shaping the future Regulation, such
as the price caps’ impact on raising
EU competitiveness and structural
measures to ensure the sustainable
long-term solution for EU citizens.

Pilar del Castillo Vera MEP
tel.: +32-2-284-5982

Angelika Niebler MEP

tel.: +32-2-284-5390
Francesco Frapiccini, tel.: +32-473-941652
Thomas Bickl, tel.: +32-478-215372

Enhancing
Youth

Volunteering

Volunteering, as a high-
est expression of active
commitment and sup-
port, is an important pillar of our demo-
cratic and pluralistic societies. There-
fore, it is important to keep developing
a culture of participation and active
citizenship in Europe, especially among
youth. Volunteers must be given better
access, encouragement and conditions
to exercise their volunteering activi-
ties. To address these standing issues,
EPP Group Spokesman on Culture and
draftsman of the Report ‘The European
Year of Volunteering 2011', Marco Scur-
ria, will host an EPP Group Hearing on
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Thursday morning on developing new
active EU citizenship through enhanced
youth voluntary work.

Marco Scurria MEP
tel.: +32-2-284-5409
Francesco Frapiccini, tel.: +32-473-941652

Developing the

tourism sector
Constituting 5% of GDP
and employing 8 mil-
lion people (mostly in
small and medium-sized
companies (SMEs), the tourism sector
is of major economic importance for
growth and jobs in the EU. Therefore,
in shaping a new EU Tourism Strategy,
the main concern for the EPP Group is
to make tourism more attractive for
all, initially by improving accessibility
of destinations, accommodation and
information. This includes travellers
with special needs. To ensure a com-
prehensive solution, Carlo Fidanza is
organising a Hearing on Thursday to
learn the positions of all the parties
involved. The event will feature the
European Commission Vice-President
Antonio Tajani.

Carlo Fidanza MEP
tel.: +32-2-284-5168
Elisabetta Montano

tel.: +32-478-933978

EU Iceland

accession

One of the latest can-
didate countries for ac-
cession, Iceland, is well
on its way to joining the
European Union due to its member-
ship in the European Economic Area
and the Schengen Space, but also due
to an excellently-prepared Icelandic
negotiation team. This is the main
message of the Iceland 2011 Progress
Report, according to the European

7 i

Parliament’s Rapporteur on Iceland
Cristian Preda. The Foreign Affairs
Committee will adopt its position on
Monday afternoon.

Cristian Dan Preda MEP

tel.:+32-2-284-5261
Eugen Sandu, tel.: +32-472-547584

( other events )

EPP Group Conference

9 February, 09.00-12.30 (JAN 6Q1)
EU-Azerbaijan: New Horizons for the
Partnership

Jerzy Buzek MEP

tel.: +3-2-2-284-5631
Katarzyna Klaus, tel.: +32-484-138359

[ more information )
on
WWW.eppgroup.eu
Facebook
Twitter
& 4
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press conferences
Friday @ 11.00 hrs: Pre-session briefing
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