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Why European e-Justice? 
1. Increase of cross-border relations 

within Europe 

2. Consequent increase 
in transnational procedures

Eurostat statistics in focus 94/2009:  
As at 1 January 2008, 11.3m (6.2% of EU citizens) EU 

citizens resided in a Member State other than their 
own.   
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What are the objectives of  
European e-Justice?

Use ICT to rationalise and simplify 
judicial procedures so as to

• Help justice to be administered more effectively 
throughout Europe

• Improve access to justice, especially for 
individuals

• Contribute to the implementation of existing 
European instruments and, potentially, involve all 
or a large majority of Member States



European Commission
Justice Date | 4

Title of the presentation

Institutional background 
• 05.2008: Commission: 

“Towards a European 
e-Justice strategy”

• 11.2008: Council: 
“European e-Justice 
Action Plan”

• 12.2008: European 
Parliament: Resolution

• Stockholm 
programme focus on 
e-Justice 

• 2012: Legal basis 
proposal
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Some of the guiding principles for 
European e-Justice

• Decentralised approach
• Modular, step-by-step
• Ambitious!
• Inclusive in nature (many actors): for 

all MS
• Multilingual: ALL official languages 

of the EU institutions
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First major milestone for e-Justice

The first release of the Portal went live 
on 16 July 2010 in 22 languages 

comprising +/-12.500 pages
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Next release of the Portal
Second release late 2011 comprising 
dynamic forms, improved search 
capabilities and user interface (UI), 
victims’ and defendants’ rights 
factsheets (10.000 more pages), 
fundamental rights
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Future Portal releases (2012)

• EJN civil and commercial matters website 
migration

• Insolvency registers interconnection
• Migration of European judicial atlas in civil 

and commercial matters 
• Late payment directive guidance for 

businesses (with DG ENTR)
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Portal static content – chapter scope in 
2012

Sources of law
Judicial systems
Your rights
Solving your conflict
Legal practitioners’ corner
EU funding
Information on registers
Find a…(lawyer, notary, etc.)
Online forms
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Fundamental rights pages on the 
« your rights » section of the Portal 
(end 2011)
• Chapter 3 - Your rights
• Legal aid
• Violation of fundamental rights
• Successions
• Wills
• Do you owe money?
• Are you owed money?

 European payment order, small claims, late payment directive
• Victims’ rights in criminal proceedings
• Defendants' rights in criminal proceedings
• Compensation to crime victims
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Fundament rights chapeau page and 
EU page (end 2011)

Provides information on the 
institutions to contact in case of 
violation of fundamental rights and 
explains when the Charter of 
Fundamental Rights of the EU 
applies
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National pages on fundamental rights

• National courts
• National human rights institutions
• Ombudsperson
• Specialised human rights bodies
• Other
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Portal statistics and promotion

• Up to 50.000 visitors per month
• (35.000 visitors in September 2011)
• 25% of September visitors from 

Romania thanks to good promotion 
by Ministry of Justice
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Promotion aspects

• Promotion efforts increasing late 
2011, 2012 (COM and MS)

• Targeted promotion will take place 
for victims’ defendants’ and 
fundamental rights factsheets

• 2012 general promotion planned via 
law schools, citizens’ advice 
bureaux, etc.
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Contact us:

https://e-justice.europa.eu
Margaret.tuite@ec.europa.eu

JUST-E-JUSTICE@ec.europa.eu


