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JIHADIST TERRORISM IDENTIFICATION AND COUNTER STRATEGIES
  
Executive Summary of the presentation by Professor Walid Phares   
 
Introduction:
The study and analysis of the so-called “Jihadist Terrorism” is highly relevant to European policy makers and citizens because of the impact it has on European Security, Economy and Foreign Policy. The inability to understand and explain this phenomenon has been a major reason behind the strategic failure in containing and reversing the threat which growth continues to expand across the continent.   
 
Three Questions are to be addressed: The Identification issue, the Failure in Perception and Strategic Guidelines. 
 
1)      
Identification
 
a.       Self Identification: How do the Jihadists identify themselves?
 
b.      European Debate on Root Causes: Arguments and Counter Arguments
· Foreign Policy
· Economic Disenfranchisement 
· Socio-Psychological Stress
· Theological Debate
· Ideological root
  
c.       A History of Jihadism: From Ideology, Movements and Strategies.
· The 1920s: Salafism, Wahabism and Brotherhoods
· The 1970s: Khomeinism
· Pre WWII
· Cold War Strategies
· 1990s Strategies
· Current Strategies: Global, in Europe.
  
2)     
 An Ideological Warfare 
 
      1945-1990: The first stage in the Arab and Muslim World
      1990-2001:  The second stage in the West and in Europe
      2001-2008:  The third stage in Europe and Worldwide
 
3)   
Strategic Guidelines
 
a. European Priority: Define the Ideology
b. Explain it to the European Public
c. Isolate it from other legitimate crisis
d. Encourage Debate within the Arab and Muslim communities in Europe
e. Support Democracy Forces in the Arab and Muslim world
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