Policy document
· Health care reform - the health care budget will rise from the current 3.4%
of government expenditure to 7%.  Jaunais Laiks intends to reform the health
insurance system managed by privately-owned medical insurance companies
selected on the basis of tenders and strictly monitored by the Government. This
will guarantee a specifically determined minimum level of medical care.
Premiums will be paid from income tax revenues.
· Improving Education - Student loans will be granted to the student and not
the university and will be made available without the requirement of
additional guarantors. The Government will fully or partly repay loans to students
who, after graduating, work a certain number of years in certain necessary
jobs. Talented students will be guaranteed state-financed studies.  Jaunais Laiks
will aim to have parents and local authorities take responsibility for the problem
of truancy.  Street children must be taken off the streets so that they get the
education they need to become successful and contributing members of society.
· Social support - child and family support payments, as well as reimbursement
of expenses for the care of disabled children, will be progressively increased. The
most needy segment of society will receive a higher guaranteed minimum
level of support.  Pensioners' income will rise to meet the cost of living.  The minimum wage will be progressively increased to Ls 90 by 2006.
· Taxation policy - corporate tax and private income tax levels will be
progressively reduced to 15% and VAT to 16-17%.    Social security payments will be reduced to 33% as of January 2003.  These reductions are aimed to encourage people to pay their taxes. However, under such circumstances, tax dodgers will face more severe punishment.  Jaunais Laiks intends to stamp out the practice of paying cash under the table.  Jaunais Laiks estimates that implementation of the various anti-corruption measures as well as the above-mentioned lowering of taxes, will enable the state to raise around 400 million lats of additional taxation revenue. Improving tax collection and the system of payment of taxes is a main goal of Jaunais Laiks.
· Support for business - the state will ensure fair and stable conditions for
business.  Laws, regulations and paperwork will be reviewed to ensure that they
support and do not hinder business.  Corruption and bureaucratic procedures
imposing unnecessary burdens to business will be eliminated.   A corporate tax
rebate of 40% of investment will apply to companies engaged in sectors of the
economy selected for special support.   Uniform tax collection procedures will be
implemented, and businesses will be protected from arbitrary actions from
bureaucrats.
· Support for Farmers - long term, low interest credits with state support will
be made available to farmers and food producers using Latvian-grown produce.  In
discussions with the EU, Jaunais Laiks will ensure that production quotas applied
to farmers in Latvia are commensurate with the level of consumption.
· Foreign policy and defence - Jaunais Laiks supports Latvia joining NATO.  It
also supports accession to the ED based on a policy of "eurorealism".  Jaunais
Laiks will seek equal treatment for existing and new EU Member States, especially
in the areas of business and agriculture.
· Knowledge-based economy - Jaunais Laiks will work to see that information
technology is used in Latvia to achieve efficient and open government.  Contact
with government should be like "one-stop shopping."   State funding will be made
available for selected scientific research projects. The state will encourage the
development of an information society, as well as promoting the development of
software in Latvia and the manufacturing of high technology equipment.
· Culture and the Latvian language - Jaunais Laiks will protect Latvia's
cultural heritage and support culture and the arts.  It will encourage the use of
the Latvian language in daily life and assist those wishing to learn Latvian.
Jaunais Laiks will pay special attention to strengthening schools which have adopted
Latvian as the language of instruction.  Jaunais Laiks will demand strict observance of
the Latvian language law and support the President's State Language
Commission.
